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1. Which nation is seeing a slew of opposition MPs resigning from public office? 

 a. United States of America 

 b. New Guinea 

 c. Thailand 

 d. England 

 e. Spain 

2. The ______ has introduced a new protocol for a vote allowing paramedics, firefighters, 

and other first responders to deploy into a mass casualty incident before the situation has 

been stabilized. 

 a. Federal Emergency Management Agency 

 b. Federal Emergency Act 

 c. Commander in Chief 

 d. Texas State Government 

 e. Federal Clerical Act 

3. The American war veteran held in North Korea for more than a month was returned 

this week. What is his name? 

 a. Paul Newman 

 b. Merrill Newman 

 c. Clause Perdergast 

 d. Jacob Fuller 

 e. John Kent 

4. What position does Chuck Hagel hold in the US Government? 

 a. Secretary of Finance 

 b. Vice President 

 c. Secretary of War 

 d. Supreme Court Judge 

 e. Defense Secretary 

 

 



5. What is the purpose of Sovaldi? 

 a. Return man to the moon 

 b. Deter civil protesters in Brazil 

 c. Provide a raised minimum wage to Peru 

 d. Treat Hepatitis C 

 e. To simplify the mining process 

6. Why has Sergeant Alexander Blackman been sentenced to life in jail? 

 a. For stealing tactical weapons on base 

 b. For killing an Afghan insurgent 

 c. For violating his existing parole 

 d. For acts of treason against the crown 

 e. For fronting an extensive counterfeiting operation 

7. Who has been named the next police commissioner of New York City? 

 a. William J. Bratton 

 b. William Hittson 

 c. Terry Crews 

 d. Stacey Fraileene 

 e. John Campen 

8. Nelson Mandela, the fighting figure against South African apartheid, passed away last 

week at the age of ____. 

 a. 90 

 b. 72 

 c. 95 

 d. 97 

 e. 86 

9. A fossil recently found in Spain contained human DNA that dated back how many 

years? 

 a. 100,000 

 b. 250,000 

 c. 375,000 

 d. 600,000 

 e. 400,000 

 

 



10. What nation has established a new program in which alcoholics are paid for their labor 

in beer? 

 a. Germany 

 b. Netherlands 

 c. Spain 

 d. Brazil 

 e. Russia 

11. How much is the Arizona State Forestry Division being fined in the case related to the 

wildfire that claimed the lives of 19 firefighters last summer? 

 a. $559,000 

 b. $600,000 

 c. $19,000 

 d. $25,000 

 e. $100,000 

12. Many within the fast food industry have gone on strike calling for a higher minimum 

wage. What is that minimum wage? 

 a. $12.00/hour 

 b. $13.50/hour 

 c. $14.75/hour 

 d. $15.00/hour 

 e. $15.25/hour 

13. Why is the European Commission fining eight of its member banks a combined total of 

1.7 billion euros? 

 a. The banks formed illegal cartels to rig interest rates 

 b. The banks refused to uphold deals regarding major loans 

 c. The banks were all forced to default following unwise investment decisions 

 d. The banks have been investing in nations that are not friendly to the EU 

 e. The banks have been discredited as financial institutions 

14. Which North Korean official has been stripped of his governmental powers? 

 a. Kim Jong-Un 

 b. Sing Than-Li 

 c. Jang Song-thaek 

 d. Jang Kim-than 

 e. Than Sing-li 



15. How fast was the Metro-North Railroad train traveling through the 30mph zone before 

it de-railed next to the Harlem River? 

 a. 66 mph 

 b. 30 mph 

 c. 82 mph 

 d. 27 mph 

 e. 96 mph 

16. Who is Viktor F. Yanukovich? 

 a. The US Ambassador to the Ukraine 

 b. The Ukraine’s current President 

 c. The Ukraine’s current Vice-President 

 d. The Ukraine’s Ambassador to the US 

 e. The Ukraine’s Secretary of Defense 

17. Which distribution company intends on using drones for deliveries in the future? 

 a. FedEx 

 b. USPS 

 c. UPS 

 d. Google 

 e. Amazon 

18. What is Topsy? 

 a. A string of bars in the North-Eastern states 

 b. A social media analytics firm 

 c. A new social media start-up 

 d. An amusement park in California 

 e. A stock market analytics firm 

19. Chinese artist Ai Weiwei is scheduled to show his art at which prison? 

 a. Stanley Prison 

 b. Attica Correctional Facility 

 c. Vladimir Central Prison 

 d. Alcatraz 

 e. Nairobi Prison 

 

 



20. Ukrainian protestors brought down a statue of what Soviet leader to protests the 

Ukrainian government’s push for closer ties with Russia? 

 a. Vladimir Lenin 

 b. Boris Yeltsin 

 c. Vladimir Putin 

 d. Dmitry Medvedev 

 e. Mikhail Gorbachev 

21. What two airlines are set to merge the week of December 09, 2013, creating the world’s 

largest air carrier? 

 a. Southwest Airlines and American Airlines 

 b. Virgin Airlines and Southwest Airlines 

 c. American Airlines and US Airways 

 d. Beijing Air and American Airlines 

 e. US Airways and Europe Direct Airlines 

22. 6 were hospitalized in Mexico after stealing a radioactive _____. 

 a. Plane 

 b. Truck 

 c. Box 

 d. Bike 

 e. Helicopter 

23. What European nation recently deployed it’s military to air in the crisis occurring in 

the Central African Republic? 

 a. England 

 b. Spain 

 c. Germany 

 d. Portugal 

 e. France 

24. When is Greece predicting an end to the 6 year recession the nation has been 

experiencing? 

 a. 2020 

 b. 2014 

 c. 2016 

 d. 2050 

 e. 2017 



25. Which Spanish film director recently slammed Spain’s government at the European 

Film Awards? 

 a. Pedro Almodovar 

 b. Alejandro Amenabar 

 c. Iciar Bollain 

 d. Alex de la Iglesia 

 e. Julio Medem 

26. Who was the American teacher that was recently killed in Benghazi? 

 a. Ronald Ross 

 b. Ronnie Smith 

 c. Annalise Merano 

 d. Rachal Kent 

 e. Lauren Pedrad 

27. The US unemployment rate fell to a 5 year low in November. What was that rate 

according to the US Labor Department? 

 a. 6% 

 b. 5% 

 c. 7% 

 d. 2% 

 e. 3% 

28. What major personal electronic company was recently raided by European Union 

Commission Inspectors? 

 a. Dell 

 b. Microsoft 

 c. Apple 

 d. Adobe 

 e. Samsung 

29. Hong Kong announced its first case of _____ bird flu. 

 a. H7N9 

 b. H2N8 

 c. N9H7 

 d. N8H2 

 e. H1N9 

 



30. What commercial company has just launched Britain’s single largest commercial space 

project? 

 a. Baikonur 

 b. Inmarsat 

 c. Apollo Beta 

 d. Elizabeth II 

 e. Telecom 

31. What is the Jade Rabbit? 

 a. A new pop band in Europe 

 b. A deadly disease spreading through Russia 

 c. A robotic rover 

 d. The US mission to Mars 

 e. A new mammalian species detected in the Rainforest 

32. Which nation has banned its banks from handling Bitcoin transaction? 

 a. Japan 

 b. The United States 

 c. Peru 

 d. South Korea 

 e. China 

33. Egyptian police recently recovered the statue of ______, which was stolen during a 

period of national unrest back in August. 

 a. Anum 

 b. Geb 

 c. Tutankhamun 

 d. Hepthys 

 e. Ankhesamon 

34. Which nation has announced an expansion of its air defense zone, following a similar 

move made by China? 

 a. The United States 

 b. Singapore 

 c. South Korea 

 d. North Korea 

 e. Taiwan 

 



35. Which mega-bank is admitting to a possible cyber-attack to their network that was 

detected in September? 

 a. Chase Bank 

 b. JPMorgan 

 c. Goliath National 

 d. Wells Fargo 

 e. United National 

36. Which of Colombia’s rebel group have announced a 30-day ceasefire? 

 a. ELN 

 b. FARC 

 c. Black Eagles 

 d. National Liberation Army 

 e. Popular Liberation Army 

37. Police officers in which country recently secured a substantial pay rise after going on 

strike? 

 a. Argentina 

 b. Peru 

 c. Venezuela 

 d. Brazil 

 e. Colombia 

38. Who has been the first to be sentenced for a string of riots that occurred in Rio de 

Janeiro earlier this year? 

 a. Roberto Viegra 

 b. Renaldo Vivideira 

 c. Christiano Lupercio 

 d. Rafael Braga Vieira 

 e. Demetri Vierira 

39. Which African government has given iPads to all of it MPs? 

 a. South Africa 

 b. Kenya 

 c. Egypt 

 d. Tunisia 

 e. Uganda 

 



40. Who is Uganda’s Parliamentary Commissioner? 

 a. Emmanuel Dombo 

 b. Leo Durvonian 

 c. Joseph Elitan 

 d. Matthew Cortes 

 e. Jeb Johnson 

  



Essay Question 

In light of Nelson Mandela’s death, what is the status of South Africa in this post-apartheid 

society? Has the nation reached the goals Nelson Mandela set out for his people, or is there still 

work left to be done? 

  


