
Writing Assignment - Summer Reading 2017 
 

Choose ONE of the four prompts and write a well organized essay that addresses the prompt in a 
detailed and thorough manner.  

 
Format should be 1 inch margins, Size 12 Times New Roman Font, Double Spaced.  

 
Essay length should be 2 (min.) to 5 (max.) pages. 

 
Include parenthetical citations for textual support using the format: (Author, Page Number). 

 
Your grade will be based on: content depth, vocabulary usage, essay organization, logical and 

purposeful writing, and grammatical correctness.  
 

Essay must be typed, printed, and turned in by 3:30PM on Friday, September 1st. 
 

1)  In the Afterword, Skloot summarizes the main issues and legislation surrounding the 

collection and use of human tissue samples. Using her summary as an outline, examine the 

evolution of laws concerning tissue research and write a persuasive paper on the issue of 

whether or not people should be given legal ownership of, and/or control over, their tissues. 

 

2) Discuss the historical and contemporary influence that journalists writing about science have 

had on public perception and understanding of the subject. Why do you think science 

reporting is often sensationalized? Why is it important for science reporting to be 

accessible? How has fear or lack of understanding influenced public policy relating to 

science? 

 

3) There is often a tension between religious faith and science. Explore the importance of both 

religious faith and scientific understanding in the lives of the Lacks family. How does 

religious faith help frame the Lackses’ response to, and interpretation of, the scientific 

information they receive about HeLa? How does Skloot’s attitude toward the relationship 

between religious faith and science evolve as a result of her relationship with the Lacks 

family? 

 

4) Using the book as a guide, describe the process of scientific inquiry. Examine the often 

contradictory forces of altruism and profit as they influenced research related to HeLa. What 

are the risks and benefits of allowing profit to guide research? What are the obstacles 

involved with conducting research purely for altruistic reasons? 


